
Community Foundations Legal Help Desk 
 
The League of California Community Foundations is pleased to announce that the Community Foundations 
Legal Help Desk is now available to you.   Our colleagues at the Indiana Philanthropy Alliance (IPA), which has 
been providing legal assistance to its community foundation members for many years, will be operating the 
Help Desk.  I worked with one of the attorneys on the help desk in conducting National Standards reviews and 
am very impressed with his depth of knowledge on community foundations.   

The Help Desk is designed to provide community foundations with access to answers to legal questions related 

the operation of a community foundation such as fund management, planned gifts, scholarships, etc.   

The Help Desk is in its pilot phase.  During this first year, the operations and costs will be reviewed and feedback 

from participants will be solicited.  It is likely that adjustments will be made. 

HOW DOES IT WORK? 
The service operates through a website.  Participants log in with a username and password and type in their 

question.  The software will send it to the attorney “on-call” for their topic area.  The attorney will respond 

either with a written answer or will make arrangements for a phone conversation. 

The attorneys providing this service have specialized knowledge and experience in fund management, planned 

giving, nonprofit law, the Pension Protection Act, UPMIFA and other laws that specifically affect the operations 

of a community foundation.  Go to the “about us” page to see the attorney’s bios. http://cflegalhelpdesk.org.  

THE DETAILS 

         This service is designed to provide quick answers to questions and is limited to a maximum of one hour on any 

one question.  The attorney will be able to advise the community foundation if they need to engage counsel to 

assist them with a complex legal issue or gift.   

         The attorney will engage directly with foundation staff or board members, and will not work directly with donors 

or professional advisors.   

         The attorney can review documents but will not prepare any documents. 

         This service is for legal questions that relate to the operation of a community foundation, not legal issues facing a 

foundation’s grantees.   

         Participants will be provided a free webinar on Legal Basics for Community Foundations.   

Service Levels and Costs 

 Cost Assets Service 

Entry $750 Under $10M 6 inquiries/year 

Basic 1 $1,000 Under $25M 10 inquiries/year 

Basic 2 $1,500 Over $25M 10 inquiries/year 

Premium $2,500 Any size Unlimited 

 

HOW TO SUBSCRIBE 

If you are interested in subscribing to the CF Legal Help Desk, you need to contact the Indiana Philanthropy 

Alliance directly by sending an email to:  Belinda Scholl, Program Coordinator, bscholl@inphilanthropy.org 

http://cflegalhelpdesk.org/
mailto:bscholl@inphilanthropy.org


Belinda will send you a subscription agreement.  Once you sign the subscription agreement and send a check to 

IPA you will receive login credentials and your subscription will be active for 365 days from the date you are 

provided your credentials.  All the details you need are in the subscription agreement.  

Below is the response to my question on how the attorneys will respond to questions that may be CA specific: 
Much of the operation of a community foundation is governed by federal laws and IRS Code.  Our 
advisors are can provide guidance relative to these laws.  Certain state laws that affect charitable 
organizations, such as the Uniform Prudent Management of Institutional Funds Act, or the Nonprofit 
Integrity Act, will be referenced by our advisors.  Similarly, while some human resource issues are 
addressed by federal law, many are governed by state codes, which will also be referenced by our 
advisors.   You will receive state-specific counsel to the extent permitted by legal ethical rules.  The 
advisors may also direct you to good state-specific resources or otherwise provide guidance on the need 
to consult with a local attorney on matters that are governed by state code. 

 
If you sign on to the program, I would appreciate hearing from you and your staff regarding your thoughts on 
the program. 
 


