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FISCAL SPONSORSHIP/PROJECT FUNDS 
 

PURPOSE 

To outline the terms and conditions of Fiscal Sponsorship arrangements for groups interested in 

advancing community projects through Stanislaus Community Foundation. 

POLICY 

Stanislaus Community Foundation may choose to provide a limited number of fiscal 

sponsorships for charitable projects that further the purposes of the Foundation. Fiscal 

sponsorship includes the provision of non-profit status to the project (making contributions tax-

deductible), the receipting and managing of contributions, and the authorization and payment of 

grants and expenses from the special project fund that is established.  Fiscal sponsorship does not 

include or imply administrative, fundraising or financial support.  Fiscal sponsorship is typically 

provided to new charities without an IRS determination letter and community groups planning a 

specific project that is clearly charitable in nature. 

PROCEDURE 

Stanislaus Community Foundation will consider each situation related to fiscal sponsorship 

individually. All prospective sponsored projects must meet the general conditions of this Fiscal 

Sponsorship policy, as outlined below, which includes an application process. The 

President/CEO, and possibly the Board of Directors (or a committee of the Board) will review 

the application. No project is considered a charitable project of Stanislaus Community 

Foundation until it is deemed to further Stanislaus Community Foundation’s charitable mission 

and accepted in writing. 

1. Sponsorship services include the provision of 501(c)(3) status to a project, thus making 

contributions tax deductible, ongoing monitoring, the receipting and managing of 

contributions, and the authorization of grants and expenses from the Fund created for the 

project. 

2. Sponsorship services do not include extensive administrative, financial or fundraising 

support, unless agreed to in advance, in writing. The Foundation reserves the right to 

either accept or decline any project. It also reserves the right to close out a project fund 

that is not performing as agreed.  

3. The sponsored project is considered a grantee of Stanislaus Community Foundation, 

unless otherwise agreed.  

4. All accepted sponsored projects must have an advisory board and lead representative 

designated to work with Stanislaus Community Foundation for the duration of the 

project. If there is a turnover of the lead representative, Stanislaus Community 

Foundation must be notified in writing. 

5. Accepted sponsored projects require a written fiscal sponsorship application and written 

agreement to additional terms regarding fundraising practices, privacy policies and fund 

investment policy. 
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6. Projects agree to use the project funds only for purposes agreed to with Stanislaus 

Community Foundation. 

7. Unless otherwise waived, all media used in marketing and fundraising must be pre-

approved by Stanislaus Community Foundation staff and clearly identified as “A Project 

of Stanislaus Community Foundation.” 

8. Applicants must discuss their projects and applications with Foundation staff prior to 

submittal. 

9. Exceptions to this policy may be made in extenuating circumstances and upon approval 

by the Stanislaus Community Foundation Board. 

 

Application 

Stanislaus Community Foundation requires groups who would like to apply for fiscal 

sponsorship to complete an application.  Information requested includes: 

 Description of the program including its purpose, goals, expected life span 

 Fundraising plan 

 List of advisory group members 

 Current and future budgets 

 Bylaws (if available) 

  

Expenditures 

The program’s advisory group makes recommendations for specific expenditures.  Foundation 

staff reviews the recommendations and authorizes payments upon approval.  Payments are 

generally made within a week of receipt of recommendations.    

 

Gifts 

The Foundation receives and acknowledges all gifts amounting over $250 to the Fund.  The 

Foundation provides quarterly financial reports to the advisory group. 

 

Fundraising 

The Foundation is not in any way responsible for fundraising or for providing financial support 

for the project. See Fundraising Policy for individuals and non-exempt organizations.    

 

Associated Fees 

The Foundation charges a $250.00 set-up fee in addition to an annual administrative fee. 
 


